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TALKING THROUGH MY HAT

Cuba Pays Tribute
To Mendoza Family

To falk aboul Coba wilhout
mentioning the Mendozas is
like drawing a map of the Unit-
ed States and omitting Niag-
ara Falls, the Grand Canyon
or the Mississippi River. Just

now the Mendozas are the cen-
ter of interest of the whole Is-
land, which momentarily has
forgotten politicz and suzar
problems 1o salute the “Bu-
fete Mendoza™ ( Mendoza Law
Firm) on its first centennial.
Mendozas are not like your
Smitks, even though everytime
wvou turn the papges of a phooe
directory the name Mendoza
jumps in fromt of wour eves.
The difference Hes in that your
Smiths have no coanection with
e¢ach other, But 500 Living Men-
doras are first coosins. Imag-
ine that' Also they form a very
closely kmitted family. The
Mendozas reach into every
braoch of business, indusiries
and the professions, and they
honor Cuba in every one of
them. They work hard, they
live right; they make a grand
old family,

Neztor iz now the pretent
head of the *Bofete in which
two of his sons, Nestor, Jr.,
and Enrique, and two nephews
are workmg. The night of the
public testimeony to Nestor in
the Vedado Tennis Clebh wvou
enold not even get near Cal-
zada. Traffic had to be divert-
ed for blocks around the Club.
The decorations were eXquis-
ftely carried out under the
supervision of another of Nest-
or’s sons, Carles, famous inter-
jor decorator. It was a night
that wrote a golden page in the
mstory of this city of Havana,
The Froct pages of all news-

papers, long articles in every
magazine of Cuba, edilorials
and columns by well known
writers in English and Spanish
{leading U. 5. papers sent re-
porters to cover the event) have
been devoled to the achieve-
ment of the Gonzales de Men-
dazas (for brevity they bave
shortened their family name.)
But the Mendozas greatness
bes in their family life, in the
bringing up of childrem and
erandchildren; and becausze of
that life they have been ahle
1o grow with Cuba. help buld
a free Cuba, give Cuba a protd
record of their accomplish-
menl

Amargura 205, .the present
address of ihe “Bufeie Men-
doza,” was the same address
where Don Anfomo Gonzalez
de Mendaza lived with his wife,
three daughters, five sons and
53 grandchildren. In the ground
floor of 1hiz same building he
eslablished his law olfice. Don
Antonio, in 1879, was named by
the two major political parties
of Cuba (liberal and conserva-
dor) Maver-Presidenl of the
Citw Couneill of Havana, In
1899, General Brooke named
him as the first Chief Justice
of 1the Supreme Court of Cuba,
Yet he found more pride in
showing his home and family
to the American personalities
that wisited Cuba.

That home had two huge din-
ing rooms, and anp eROTMONS
kitchen where the 100 pinizs of
milk a day consumed by fam-
ily and servants were placed
in speeially bult ice-boxes, It
never failled fo amdse Don An-
ionio 1o observe the amaze-
ment of those wvisitors when,
from every door of every one
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of the rooms of the house, the
flood of children and nurses -
terrupted their conversations,
Bizg families, like ihe Men-
dozas, lived like that without a
fuss or fight among them-

gelves, In the beginning davs
of the REepublie. At the door of
the house the porter kept small
change to pay the fare of ev-
ery carriage arriving with vis-
itors either for the office or the
home,

Ag the grandchildren grew,
Don Claudio, the son succeed-
ing Tion Antonio .as head of
the “Bufete’, moved to “Tor-
recillas”, a lovely “flinca™ in
the ouiskirts of Havana, There
he kept the family tradition by
living with his whole family—
wife, six sous, and 23 grand-
children. His three daushiers
died young. When the first one
perished by fire, he changed
the mame of the properiy fo
“Villa Roza"™ in her memory.
At the dealh of the seecond
daughter in an auln accident,
he built the Chapel of Santa
Elena in her name (ihe chap-

+¢| is a mimature replira of the
Church of the Madelzine of
Paris, and has magmficent im-
poried stained glaszs windows).
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A chaplain celebrated daly

Mazs there, atlended by all the
family and servants, Weddings
and baptisms {or the poor were
performed free. Don Claudio’s
wife, Dona Maria Teresa Frey-
re de Andrade, and her beau-
tiful wvoung dauvghters-in-law,
gave calechism lessons each
vear 1o 50 children preparing
for their First Communion.

Alter the death of his third
daoghter, Don Claudio buflt, in
her honor “Las Mercedes”, a
public school affording free in-
siruction for 100 children. Eng-
lish was among the subjecls
taught in the schoal.

Many of the Mendoza bovs
have gone to Choale and Yale,
the girls to the Sacred Heart
Sehools of New York and Phil-
adelnhia. You can see what
strong tes of friendship (he-
sides busine=s connections) the
Mendozas have with our big
northern neighbor, the United
States,

At present only three of the
children of Don Claudio are
living: W™Nestor, head of the
“Bufete Mendoza™, Luis. brok-
er and sogar experf, and Al-
berto, in real estate. Today in-
stead of talking through mv
hat., 1 have taken my hat off
ip the Mendozas.
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FRAXCISU'D A
presidente del “Ra
tranomico” de Cu
i esta semana ol
primeros dias del
zard la construccio
derno “Hotel Hilt
#¢ levantara en
“L" exquina a 23,
fdarip de La EHahi
veintiocho pisos e
ra ofrecer todaz |
didades imaginable
risfas gue visiten
pals en cualguier
ik e §

Sezun afirmo Ag
Arquitecto Arcovo
rargn s¢ ha eno
esa importante obi
eva "Hotel Hilto
terminado en  veirn
para ser inaugural
primeros  dias
de 1055 proximo. L



